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JANE AUSTEN KING CHARLES II 

King Charles II was to stay at The 
Abbot`s House in Charmouth for one 
night on September 22nd 1651 whilst 
waiting to escape across to France. 
The wife of Stephen Limbry who 
was to take him in his boat found out 
earlier  and locked her husband in their 
house. When he finally got out to meet 
the King he had gone on to Bridport 
and eventual freedom from Shoreham.  

“Charmouth, with its high grounds and 
extensive sweeps of country, and still  
more its sweet, retired bay, backed by  
dark cliffs, where fragments of low rock 
among the sands make it the happiest spot  
for watching the  flow of the tide, for 
sitting in unwearied contemplation.” 
Jane Austen`s description of Charmouth  in  
her famous novel Persuasion, where she  
stayed in 1803 at the “Coach and Horses”. 
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